
moat heartily co-operate with he council. And let us make
haste. Time presses. Let not evil paaaioua get the atart of
as. Adviae, devise, and make immediate application to re¬

lieve (he prevailing diatreaa.
The capital i<* juat entering upon another agitating electoral

campaign. A defective proviaion of the law on elections
peimita the aame individual to be a candidate in several de¬
partments at the Bime time, while perhaps his residence in
not in either. If elected in several be chooses which he will
represent, and new elections are ordered for the others. I he
result is perpetual double elections, which agitate the country
and consume the lime of citizena. Many of the departments
are crying loudly against centralization, which keeps all
France in subjection to the capital. One of the surest means

of breaking down this republican system would be to adopt
the rule that Ropreaentativea must reiide in the departments
which Ihey represent. M. Vidal, a aocialist and ultra of the
deepeat tinge, waa elected laat month both in Paris and the
department of the Lower Rhine. He exercised his option for
the latter. New elections are orderel for the 28th instant,
.and parties arc marshalling their forces for the struggle. The
Red Republicans have not yet announced their candidate.
Primary assemblies are now electing delegates to form a grand
committee. This committee is charged to call before it and
examine all the candidates, and, after due consideration, it no¬
minates one for whom the people vote with great unanimity.
Oirardin, the unprincipled but talented editor of La I resse,
has for the last two years been offering himself by turns to all

parties in all the departments. All covet his support and
fear hia opposition ; but none dare to make him their repre-
aentative, fur fear of being betrayed. At the present moment

he is ultra-republican and socialist, and courting, as such, the
nomination. He failed last month, and is almost certainly
destined to fail again. Aa for the honest, moderate Republi¬
cans, there is no such party in France. Individuals there
are, bat they have not the influence or the numbers necessary
to form a party. Most of the Amis dt la Constitution have
already in despair j lined the Socialists. As for the reaction¬
ist parties, their divisions are about to make certain another
triumph of the ultraa. The Legitimists declare that they will
not vote for Fer. Foy, whom the reactionist c .mmittee have
nominated for the coming election, he having been highest on
their list which was beaten by the Socialists last month. Foy
is a son of the distinguished liberal, Gen. Foy, who made so

¦enlightened and iirm opposition to reactionist measures under
the Restoration. The very name of Foy is held in abhor¬
rence by the Legitimists. It is bis name only which has re¬

commended to the Orleanis's the candidate of to day. He ii
the son of his father. That sufficed to ensure him support.
Unless, which is hardly to be anticipated, a great many of
the ninfty-three thousand who abstained last month, turn
out on the 29th and prove to be Orleanists, the Socialists will
triumph again in Pari3. I expect it. And I expect, as the
consequence, such increased audacity on the one side, and
rigor of illegal compression on the other, as will hasten a

violent crisis long before the legal term for the trial of the
actual constitution shall have arrived.

In view of the unanimous opposition of the press, Govern¬
ment has resolved not to urge before the Assembly, until
after the elections, the iniquitous and unnecessary gag-law,
re-establishing the stamp-tax, and increasing.ihe security de-
posite required from newspapers. It is more than probable
that the bill will be withdrawn ; if not, that the Assembly
-will reject it. A vote in the Assembly of more than three
hundred-seems already assured against the bill. I think,
however, the bill for the absolute interdiction, during another
year, of all popular meetings for the discussion of politics
will, in face of the express constitutional guaranty, puss into
law.
The Assembly is engaged in discussing an important ques¬

tion, viz : Whether the completion of the railroad connecting
Paris with the Moiiterranean shall be undertaken by the State
or left to individual enterprise and capital. I faar that it is not
the comprehension and adoption of a sound principle, so much
as financial embarrassment, which has induced Government
to recommend in 'his instance the latter plan. If the State
executes the work, an important loan must be resorted to.
Under other circumstances, centralization, which is the rule
of this, as of all despotic Governments, would dictate State
monopoly. A vote of the Assembly, '143 against 205, de¬
cided day before yesterday against it. Inconsistently enough
the Democrats voted in the minority. Lamartine has spoken
upon the question, and he received, a very rare occurrence of
late, tho frequent applause of the msj >rity. And he deserved
it. His remarks were distinguished by 6ound views and
strong argument ably put.
By the way, he has just obtained another triumph more in

his line, and which he will find none disposed to contes'. A
new tragedy from his pen, Toussaint Louverture, in five acts
and in verse, is nightly attracting crowds to the theatre Porte
St. Martin. It is gotten up with great effect and at ecor-

moua expense. There is one singular novelty accompanying
this performance. It is not till the 3d act, when the scene

passes in the Frenclt camp, that a white man appears upon
the stage. An acclaim which must have called to mind the
shouts of February '43 at the Hotel de Villi, hailed the name

of Lamartine the evening when it was first played.
The Madrid papers deny that the Count de Mirasol is au¬

thorized, under any circumstances, to treat for the transfer of
.Cuba to the United States, and, on the contrary, declare that
.the Spanish Government is resolved to oppose to the last ex¬

tremity all foreign aggression and internal conspiracy, having
for its object the disjunction of Cuba from the mother land.
You will probably have in Washingtcn by the time this let¬

ter reaches you, Mr. Arthur Dillon, appointed French Consul
for San Francisco, California. He bears despa'ches to the
French Minister, touching the custom house difficult ies which
.have lately arisen in California. Yours, &c.

TO THE EDITORS.

> Gamut's Hotel,
Washington, April 30, 1850.

Messrs. Galkh & Ssatojt : I received quite recently a let¬
ter from a friend of mine containing the following extract i

.?I have read Mr. Webster's great speech on the *l*ve y
question, am satieti« d with it, and tender him t^n thou
¦and thanks for its utterance. All who are willing to do ju-t
ly will Bub«crib . to it heartily. It is right as be'weeti the.
North and the 8 >uth ; it is the work of a statesman, and not
of a politician. There is a spirit of magnanimity und thith-
fuIneBSpervad'ngit from endtoend. Thecountry ?hould listen
-to and obey this glorious t-peech. May all men every where
read it and inwardly digest it. The judicious and patriotic
think more highly of Mr. Webster than ever."
The author, a ^eniltman of high standing in the Slate of

Maine, connected with no political party, whose opinions on

national matter* always command respect, has expressed the
-sentiments of the judicious and patriotic citizens of the Re¬
public, and we feel assured they will sustain Mr. Webster in
ilia courageous and patriotic eff.irts to aettle, in a constitution¬
al manner, the presoi.t excitement. This is not the time for
ultraisra on either side of North or South ; not the time for
one-idea enthusiasts to usurp the places of our great statea-
man ; not the time when local interests and narrow prejudices
.hould triumph over a national patriotism and the interests of
the empire.
We have no sympathy with those who write letters from

this city impugning the motives of Mr. Webster. In all that he
has ever said there cannot be found an unpatriotic thought;
always graud, national, and consistent in his views ol public
policy, he stands now where he has always stood, where he
.willalwaye stand, by the Constitution and the L*ws. 11.

From St. Domikdo..Advices from the Capital of the
Dominican Republic are to April 14th, brought to New York
by the achooner Cabot, Tranquillity prevailed, though ap¬
prehensions of further invasion from the blacka were sufficient-
y prevalent to interfere with commercial activity.The U. S. steamer Vixen arrived at the city of St. Domin¬
go on the 28th of March, and when the Cabot sailed wm ex¬

pected to leave for Washington in a few diys, having Mr.
Gbbih, the American Charg£, on board. This gentleman
brings home an altar of sol d mahogany and elaborately
carved, a present to the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Balti¬
more from the Archbishop of tho same church at St. Domin¬
go. It is sa (1 to we gh about ten tons, and is 44 by 26 feet
in size.

_ _
,A Castilisn 'amily had presented to Dr. Bkll, surgeon of

the Vixen, a liae M u talen, raid to be painted by Murillo, as

ah acknowledgment surgical skill and atten ion to many of
the people a* varhi;- rta which the Vixen had visited.

14 Why i» :. t r'' >. tfee call a weeping wilhw '' a^ked a

schoolmXier, >'< tr one of his pupils. " Htc.we y >u

take ¦tickilVo.ii i' 1 hip the boys.

WASHINGTON.
"Liberty and Unlou,now and forever, one and

Inseparable.*'

SATURDAY, MAY 4, 1850.

We do not remember that the career of any At¬
torney General of the United States has been more

brilliant, or redounded more to the solid advantage
of his country, than that of Mr. Johnson during the

period he has been in office. This remark was

made to us by a friend, after the decision of the
Supreme Court of the United States in a case which
was argued on the part of the Government by Mr.
Johnson, with eminent ability, during the present
term of the Court. It was a case to test the validity
oftitles to an immense number of acres of land in
the State of Louisiana, claimed under the old Span¬
ish grants. The decision by the courts below had
been against the United States, and his powerful
argument was followed by a reversal of that decision.
In this case, our friend observed to us that the Gov.
eminent had been saved at least three millions of
dollars.

But Mr. Johnson's greatest professional triumph
during the term came off yesterday, in the unani¬
mous decision by the Supreme Court in the cele¬
brated case of Fleming & Marshall vs. Page, Collec*
tor of the United States. This case involved the
great question of the legality of the collection of
duties in Mexico before the treaty of peace, and the
sum depending on it is said to have amounted to about
seven millions of dollars. This case originated in
Pennsylvania, and during the last summer, when a

decision involving such momentous consequences
to the United States had been made against the
Government by the court below, where it had Been
tried by the former District Attorney, Mr. Johnson
was directed by the President to proceed to Phila¬
delphia and move the court for a new trial, with a

view to bring the great questions before the Supreme
Court of the United States.

Mr. Johnson proceeded in obedience to the di¬
rection, and the public may remember the success

of his admirable effort in that city to bring the case

under review. The Court below had been unani¬
mous against the Government. During the present
term the case was argued before all the Judges of
the Supreme Court by Messrs. McCAixand Web¬
ster for the claimants, and by Mr. Johnson for the
Government. The unanimous opinion of the Court
was yesterday given by Chief Justice Taney in
favor of the United States, reversing the judgment
below. A friend who heard Mr. Johnson's argu¬
ment for the Government describes it as having
been unsurpassed for ability, and that Mr. Justice
Griek, who delivered the judgment below, declared
that he himself had been convinced, and now con¬

curred in the opinion of the Court. The Attorney
General, having in these two cases secured some ten

millions ofdollars to the country, has, we understand,
not received one dollar beyond his regular salary of
$4,500, for all the expense he has incurred and for
all the labor and distinguished talent he has exhibit¬
ed. Indeed, we have good reason to know that be¬
fore he leftWashington to attend the trial in Phila¬
delphia, it was proposed to him that although the
Government could not pay him such a fee as his
services might deserve were he not an officer of 4he
Government, yet the usage had been in several in¬
stances to allow the Attorney General his expenses
and some reasonable compensation for extraordi¬
nary labor and responsibility incurred. Mr. John¬
son respectfully declined the proposition, saying that
while he had the honor to hold the commission of
the President he would perform the whole duty
without any additional compensation beyond the
salary, however inadequate that might be.

Let our readers imagine what would probably
have been his compensation for such services, at¬
tended by such results, had he, been only a private
citizen.
We have indulged in this strain of reflection the

more, because this is the very officer of the Gov¬
ernment who has been charged, by the spirit of fac¬
tion, with having allowed interest on a few claims
against the Government in some three or four cases

where hie opinion was demanded. Let that public
officer who has saved as much to the public trea¬

sury as the Attorney General hereafter throw the
first stone.

APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT,
By and with the advice and consent ofthe Senate.
Nathan Hantch, to be Deputy Postmaster at

Carlisle, in the 8tate of Pennsylvania.
CONNECTICUT.

The Legislature of this State assembled at New
Haven on the 1st instant. Samuel Ingham (Dem.)
was chosen President pro tern, of the Senate, by
fifteen out of twenty votes.
The House of Representatives failed to organize

on the first day. Fourteen unsuccessful ballotings
for a Speaker were had, of which the following is
a specimen :

For Jamea T. Pratt, Dem104
For Henry Dutton, Whiff 9*
For John Hooker, Free-Soil It*
For O. 8. Seymour 3

On the second day Mr. O. S. Seymour was

elected Speaker by a majority of one vote.
The Legislature, in joint convention, then pro¬

ceeded to the election of State Officers; when
Thomas H. Seymour was chosen Governor, re¬

ceiving 122 votes to 115 against him, and Charles
H. Pond Lieutenant Governor, by 124 to 105.
These gentlemen were the Democratic candidates
for their respective officers at the late election.

We regret to learn that Mr. Senator Berrien is
detained at his home in this city by the serious ill¬
ness of an interesting son. It is hoped, however,
that the improved state of his son's health within
the past few days will enable him to return to his
seat at Washington by the end of the week..Sa¬
vannah Rep of Tuesday.
The United States frigate Jtaritan has been

withdrawn from the Home Squadron, ^to be fitted
for foreign service; and the flag of Commodore
Parker has been temporarily transferred to the
sloop of war Albany.

It is understood that one of the new war steamers,
shortly to be put in commission, will be assigned
as Commodore Parker's flag ship.
Naval..That portion of the United Slate* rqnadron in

the Mediterranean, consisting of the Independence Iriga'e,
bearing Ihe flag of Commodore Chaki.es W. Mohoah ; the
St. Lawrence, Captain PtctniKB ; ihe Cumberland¦ Capt.
LiTiMit) and the Miuiuippi »team frigate, Cajt. Lohg,
lay at anchor in the Bay of Naples, April 4ih j but would
shortly prcccrd to Marseille*, where it wa* expected to re¬
main some time.
At last accounts the frigate Constitution, Cspt. Cohot kb,

wa* at Toulon ; and the co»vet'e Jamestown, Captain S.
Mxrcib, en route.to Gibraltar and the United State*.

IMPORTANT FROM NEW MEXICO.

The St. Louis Republican of the 24th ultimo
(received last night) contains the following interest¬
ing intelligence, communicated to that paper by
Mr. William C. Skinner, for several years past a

citizen of New Mexico, and who had been but lit¬
tle more than a month from Santa Fe. We give
the statement just as we Gnd it in the Republican,
with the single remark that we shall, no doubt
soon receive authentic information concerning these
proceedings.

FROM THE ST. LOUIS REPUBLICAN OF APRIL 24.
A few (lays piior to the departure of Mr. Skinner, an ex¬

press had been received in Santa Fe by Governor Munroe,
which brought a communication to that officer from Major
Neighbors, 1 exan Commist-ioner, who was then at the mili¬
tary post in the neighborhood of Ei Paso. The purport of
the communication is understood to have been merely an ap-
prisal of the fact to Colonel Munroe, that he. Major Neigh¬
bors as commissioner on the part the State of Texas, with
plenary powers to e»tablish the jurisdiction of bis Government
o\er New Mexico, had arrived in the Territory for the pur¬
pose ol carrying out the object of his commission, «Scc., and
trusting that Col. Munroe, Civil and Military Governor of
New Mrxieo, would co-operate with him, and lend him that
aid which might be found necessary in the establishment of
the I exan laws, and the fulfilment of the instructions given
to him by the Executive and Legislature of his State.
The Sub-Prefect at Fronteras (in the immediate neighbor¬

hood of the military poat near El Paso, where a Mrong
Texan influence is supposed to govern) had resigned his juris¬
diction to the Texan Commissioner, thus abandoning to that
Sjate all territory from Don Ana (seventy miles north of El
Paso) to tbe Presidio of 8an Elezario, a line bordering upon
'he Rio Grande, some 110 miles in length. Mr. White, the
Sub-Prefect of that portion of the territory, may be able to
excuse himself to his Government for thus turning over one

of the fairest portions of New Mexico, with its population,
to a Government tbe very mention of which (Texano) is
full of abhorrence and a never-to be-uprooted repugnance to
a New Mexican.
The reception of intelligence at Santa Fe that Major

Neighbors had arrived in the Territory for the establishment of
Texan jurisdiction, created an intense excitement in that city,
where the active, stirring portion of the community, in all
political matters, are almost exclusively Americans. Agita¬
tion upon the subject, it is said by our informant, is confimd
to Santa Fe, in which place, as part of the Territory, may
alone be said to exist a difference of opinion relative to the
Texan claim, which is ever a creature, to a greater or l<ss
djgreo, of excitement,- for, throughout the entire length and
breadth of the land, wherever a native Mexican is to be found,
.r an American whose feelings have not been warped by per¬
sonal malice against the present gentlemen who occupy the
different civil offices, there exists but one sen'iment.that of
deep chagrin that the Governor of New Mexico, the civil and
military commandant, Colonel Munroe, should have found
himself so hampered by his instructions that be could not have
taken a stand such a* his position led the people over whom
he holdj rule to brieve be would take in this matter, and of
a determined spirit of reristance, even to the death, against
the unjust usurpation of Texas to the soil of New Mexico.

Public meetings were being called throughout the Territory
for the adoption of measures to resist the action of Texas, at
the time Mr. Skinner left San'a Fe. Two meetings had
already been held in Santa Fe.the only place where a di¬
vision of opinion is found.relative to the proper course to
be pursued in the emergency ; bu», up to the time of leaving,
no defini'c action had been had, the meeting having been
adjourned, under a highly excited state of feeling, for the en¬

suing evening, (the 20th March.) The next arrival will
bring us further, and doubtless deeply interesting news, rela¬
tive to this matter, from New Mexico.

Colonel Munroe had issued the following order to the com¬

mandants of the different military posts in the Territory :

Heaixiuahters 9th Military Department,
Santa Fe, (N. M.) March 12, 1850.

Sir : Having been duly notified by Major Robert S
Neighbors, of his arrival as a Commissioner of the State of
Texas, for the purpose of establishing the civil jurisdiction of
the State over this Territory, your command will o'oserve a

rigid non-interference with bim in the exercise of his func¬
tions, and equally avoid coming in conflict with the judicial
authorities created by that State.

I am, very respectfully, your obebient servant,
JOHN MUNROE, Bvt. Col. U. S. A.,

Commanding 'Jth Department.
So that it will readily be perceived that New Mexico must

look alone to herself for the me ans to resist the usurpation of
her old enemy.

Mr. Skinner expresses it as his belief, founded upon an in¬
timate knowledge of the Mexican population of New Mexico,
that armed resistance will be made, if necessary, to any at¬
tempt at the extension over their territory of Texan law, and
that many American residents, who justly regard the attempt
of Texas as an assumption of power, will be found openly
opposed, and to any extent, in resisting an authority which
they cannot recognise.

MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE.

House of Representatives, Tuesbat, April 30.
Mr. Wilson, of Natick, moves to strike out the

conclusion of the report, discharging the Committee
on the Judiciary from the further consideration of
the petition of Henry Allen and others, and to in¬
sert the following, viz :

Whereas the people of Massachusetts have, in every va¬

riety of form, solemnly, deliberately, and repeatedly declared
their unalterable purpose to prohibit the extension of slavery,
by the application of the principles of the ordinance of 178T
to the Territories ; and

Whereas the Hon. Daniel Webster, one of the Sena¬
tors of this Commonwealth in the Congress of the United
States, recently declaied in a speech delivered in the Senate
that " if a resolution or a law were before the Senate to pro¬
vide a Territorial Government for New Mexico, with a provi¬
sion for the prohibition of slavery, he would not vote for it,"
that " such provision was useless, senseless, and nugatory *i"
and

Whereas a bill is now pen liftg before the Senate of the
Uniti d States, with some amendments, to wit, for the return
of fugitive slaves, which provides, among other things, that
any judge, commissioner, clerk, postmaster, or collect >r, not
or.ly residing, but merely being in the Srate where a seizure
is mude, may, on proof to his individual satisfaction, without
trial by jury, give a certificate, which shall be a sufficient'|
warrant for taking and removing any person, white or Mack,
who may be seized as a fugitive slave; and in such case* the
affidavit of the claimant is aJmittcd, but the testimony of the
p.thou claimed as a slave is expressly excluded. And the
s id bill, with its amendments, provides a fine of $1,000 for
a dmg and abetting the escape i f a fugitive slave, and impri¬
sonment of twelve months for harbiring and concealing such
jerson; and whereas the Hvn. Daniel Webster has avowed
in his speech his intention to support this odious bill and its
amendments, «? with all its provisions, to the fullest extent
therefore,

Resolved, I hat the Hon. Daniel Webster is hertby re¬

spectfully, but earnestly requested to oppose "at all timrs,
under all circumstances, even against all inducements, against
all compromises, ' the organization of any Territorial Govern¬
ment-, without an express piovision forever excluding slave-
rj thcrefrora.

Resolved, That the Hon. Danibl Webster is hereby
resp»ctfully, but earnestly requested, to "use the first, the
la>t, and every occasion," to defeat the enactment of the bill
now before the Senate for the recapture of fugitive slaves.

Resolved, 1 hat his Excellency, th« Governor be requ**>t-
o l t° ' 'rward to the Hon. Daniel Webster a copy of these
resolutions.
The proposed amendment was rejected, by 122

votes to 47.
And the original report was accepted; a motion

to lay it on the table, to avoid a decision upon it,
having been rejected by 139 votes to 47.

Fire at Gosport, (Va.).On Widnesday afternoon, as

we learn from the Portsmouth " Pilot,'' a very destructive fire
occurred at Gosport, which consumed, in all, twenty nino
houses, tx sides damaging several others. It originated be¬
tween the Foundry and Navy Yard, at about 4 o'clock, and
so rapid were the flames, owing to the height of the wind,
that in a very few minutes both sides of the street were com-

pletely enveloped in one vast sheet of firo. The loss is esti-
mated at $60,000. The names of some of the owners are :

John G. Hatton, 8. Wat'a, George Marshall, Dr. Cooke,
Mrs. Buckley, Mrs. Swift, Mrs. Butters, John Benson, Mr.
Pennington, and th« Edwards c&tale.

MR. WEBSTER'S RECEPTION AT^B08T0N.
The brief Speech of Mr. Webster at Boston,

in reply to the remarks of welcome made by Mr.
Benj. R. Curtis behalf of a large number of its
assembled citizens, is reported so much better in
the Boston papers than the Telegraph account which
we published two days ago, as to leave no room for
doubt that the republication of this more full and ac¬
curate version will be acceptable to all our readers.
We therefore copy it as it appears in the Boston
Daily Advertiser. It is not at all probable, how¬
ever, in view of what is said in the Boston papersof the difficulty of reporting this speech, under the
peculiar circumstances of its delivery, that this ver¬
sion of it is entirely free from imperfection.The " Atlas" states that for an hour or more
prior to the time Mr. Webster was expected, the
space in front of the Revere Hotel began to be
filled, and at twenty minutes past live the gathering
was very numerous. The windows of the Revere
House were occupied with ladies, and every avail¬
able situation, from which a sight of the proceed¬
ings could be had, was taken possession of; even
the trees in front of the church close by had to bear
their burden of spectators. As the carriage con-

taing Mr. Webster and his friends drove up in
front of the hotel, the crowd cheered repeatedly ;
and a band of music stationed on the balcony struck
up a welcome air.

Benjamin R. Curtis, Esq., immediately on the
carriage coming to a halt, ascended a temporary
rostrum, and, in an address of much eloquence of
expression, welcomed Mr. Webster to the soil of
Massachusetts. The speaker enumerated many of
the more prominent services rendered by the
honorable Senator to his State and the country at
large, which had justly earned the gratitude of his
constituents and that of the whole nation; and
wound up by an expression of the fullest reliance
upon the wisdom which had heretofore guided, and
would in future direct, the public conduct of Mr.
Webster. The remarks of Mr. Curtis were re-
ceived with the cheers of the people.

Upon the close of this address, Mr. Webster
arose in the carriage, and was received with loud
cheering. After the noise had in some measure
subsided, he proceeded to say that it was with great
pleasure that he met so large an assemblage of his
friends at a time when his private affairs had called
him from the seat of government to his own home.
As you Lave said, sir, (said he,) the duties of the winter

in the public councils of the country have been most arduous^
I am sorry to say that those arduous duties are not done with.
I am Sorry to say that the public sflnrs of the country have
not yet made so much ptogress towards satisfacioiy adjust-
mi nt, as to remove all the anxiety which has been felt about
the adjustment of the sjjlj-cts under discussion. But I feel
authorized to say that there is now reason to hope.reason to

expect.that further reflection, that a generous comparison of
various wishes where we disagree, will bring about that im-
proved state of public feeling, in the reproduction of which
all our expectations of useful discharge of public duty, all our

expectations of useful lfg'slntjon, must depend.
I cannot but feel, sir, lhat I stand in the presence of "my

frior.ds. I must regard this gathering as the personal tribute
of your welcome to me. You do not welcome the politician,
and this is not an opportunity for discussing those questions
which now agitate the community and the Government.
questions which can leave little repeso in the mind of any in¬
telligent man, till he can see some probability that from their
discussion an adjustment may come in favor of the pros
perity, peace, happiness, and continued union of the country.
(Cheers.)
Gentlemen, I have felt it my duty, on a late occasion, to

make an effort to bring about some amelioration of that excit¬
ed feeling on this subject which pervades the people of the
country every where.North and South: to make an effort
also to restore the Government to its proper capacity for dis
charging the proper business of the country. (Cheers.)
For now, let me say, it is unable to discharge that business.
That it may regain that capacity, there is a necessity for
effort both in Congress and out of Congress. Neither you
nor I shall see the legislation of the country proceed in the old
harmonious way, until the discussions in Congress and out of
Congress upon the subject to which you have alluded, shall
be in someway suppressed. Take that truth home with you ;
and take it as truth. Until something can be done to allay
the feeling now separating men and different sections, there
can be no useful and satisfactory legislation in the two houses
of Congress.

Mr. Curtis, and gentlemen, the Commonwealth of Massa¬
chusetts has done me the honor to place me as her represen¬
tative.as one of her representatives.in Congress. I have
believed lhat the would approve, in me, any honest, cautious,
and sincere effort to allay the disser s on which we 6ec among
the people of the country, and to restore Congiess to its con¬

stitutional capacity for action. I have believed that the Com¬
monwealth of Massachusetts would support her representatives
in that course. I have believed that a general sentiment of
the whole country would favor and encourage their cflorts in
it; and I have the satisfaction now to believe that in that be¬
lief I shall not be disappointed. (Cheers.) However that

may be, that effoit I shall repeat. (Renewed cheering.) In
that course of pacification I shall persevere, regardless of all

personal consequences. (Three cheers.) I shall minister to

no local pn judices- I shall support no agitations having their
foundations in unreal ghostly abstractions. (Laughter and
cheers. 1 _I shall say nothing which may foster the unkind

passions, separating the North from the South. May my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth before it may utter any
sentiment which shall increase the agitation in the public mind
on such a subject. (Cheers.)

Sir, I have said that this is not an occasion for political diaj
cussion. I confess that if the time and circumstances gave I

an opportunity, I should not be indisposed to address ihr pei>-
pie ef Massachusetts directly upon the duty which the pre-
sent exigency of affairs has devolved upon her.this great ]
and glorious Commonwealth ! Upon the duty at least which
it devolves upon us, who represent her in the National Legis-
lature. This will not be surh an op;>ortunity I sh»l' fiave

an occasion, in my sea! in the Senat.% to which I snail im¬

mediately return, to give my opinions upon s >me topics of
an interesting cnararier.topic?, in n-^md to nomo "i which
there exists l>oih misstatement an-l mi«<ipp<-e e.tsion ; the

greatest mi'staiem nt, th< giestest msappreheiif on, especial¬
ly so far as I am con- erried I may simply mention one of
thsse. It is the question respecting the delivery of lugi ives
from service. W ith regard to that question, there exist the
greatest prejudices ; the greatest misapprehensions. I do not

wondor at these misapprehensions. 1 am well aware that
this is a topic which must excite prejudice. I can very well
feel what the prejudices are which it must very naturally
bring up in the minds of the good people of this t Common¬
wealth. But, Mr. Curtis and gentlemen, there are in regard
to that topic duties absolutely incumbent on th« Common¬
wealth ; duties imposed by the Constitution ; absolutely in¬
cumbent on every perron who holds office in Massachusetts
under her own constitution and laws, or under those of the
nation. She is bound and those persons are bound to the
discharge of a duty.of a disagreeable duty. We call upon her
to discharge lhat duty as an affair of high morals and high prin¬
ciples. We ask her to resolve upon the perfoimancc of duty,
though it be a disagreeable duty. Any man can perform an agree¬
able duty.it is not every man who can perform a disagreeable
duty. Any man can do what is altogether pleasant. The
question now is, whether Massachusetts.whether the old
State of Massachusetts.improved by twe centuries of civili¬
zation.renowned for her intellectual character.mighty in
her moral power.conspicuous before the world.a leading
State in thia country ever since it was a country.a leiding
State in the Union ever since it was a Union.the question
is, whether Massachusetts will shrink from or will c >me up
to a fair and reasonable and m.>derate pe<formance (and no

more than a fair and reasonable and moderate perlormsnce)
of her sworn obligations. I think she will. (Cheer*)

Sir, the question is, whether Masscchusc'.ts will stand t*

the truth, against temptation! Wlrether sho will l>e just,
against temptation ! Whether she will delond h« r««-H g oust

her own prejudices ! Sh Ins conquered cverv thlnir el-« in

her time; she has conqu*red this ocean wh'fth wasiie* h r

shore ( she haa corquered her own sterile soil; she ha? c n-

quercd her ktern and inflexible climate ; she to* t< u>tui h

way to the universal respect of the world t the has conquered
everybody'* prejudice# but her own. The question now is,
whether she will conquer her own prejudice* ! I shall return
lo the Senate, to put that question to her, in the presence of
that common mother, who ahall deal it to her heart..
(Cheera.) In the mean time, let me repeat that I tread no

step backward.. (Cheera.) I am devoted to the restoration
of peace, harmony, and concord out of Congress, and such
a degree of mutual co-operation in Congress as may enable it
to carry on once more the legitimate business ct the Gov¬
ernment.
The Union for the preservation of which I strive, the Union

of State* for which I strive, is not merely a union of law, of
constitution, of compact, but, while it is that, it is a Lnion of
brotherly regard, of fraternal feeling throughout the whole
country. 1 «b not wish that any portion of the people of this
country should feel held together only by the bonds of a legal
cirpor ation.bonds which some of them may think restrain
their limbs, cramp their affections, gall and wound them. I
wish, on the contrary, that they shall be bound together by
tho?e unseen, soft, easy sitting chains that result from gener¬
ous affections, and from~a sense of common interest and com-
m .n pride. In short, fellow-citizena, my desire is, and my
labor'is, to see that state of things produced in which, filling all
bosoms with gratitude, all heads with joy, illuminating all
faces, spreading through all ranks of people, whetbt-r rich or

poor, whether North, South, East or VV est, there shall ex¬

ist the balm of all our suffering ; the great solace of all our po¬
litical calamities; the great security of every thing prosperous,
and great, and glorious in the future ; and that is, the unit*
XII LOVE or A UNITED GoVXKHMEST.

In the midst of the cheering which followed the
speech, several bouquets of flowers were thrown
into the carriage in which Mr. Webster sat, from
the front windows of the Revere House, which
were crowded by ladies. Mr. Webster acknow¬
ledged these by rising and bowing. The band
struck up again, and the carriage passed on, amid
the renewed cheers of the assembly.

After he entered the House, many ladies and gen¬
tlemen followed him, and for a long time he con¬
tinued to receive in one of the large drawing rooms
such visiters ^s were introduced to him.

VIRGINIA ELECTIONS.

The returns from Virginia, as far as heard from,
show a nett gain for the Democrats of two mem¬

bers, and as that party had a decided majority in
the last House, they will, no doubt, have the same

in the next.
A large majority has been given throughout the

State, so far as heard from, in favor of the Conven¬
tion to remodel the Constitution.

It gives us pleasure to learn that M. Bodisco,
the esteemed Minister from Russia to the United
Slates, who has been for some months on a visit to
his own Government, has returned fn the Cambria
to resume his diplomatic functions and rejoin his
family in this country.

Mr. Webster in Newburyport..The New-
buryport Herald contains the following address to
Mr. Webster, on the subject of his late speech,
signed by three hundred and seventy inhabitants of
that place:

To the Hon. Daniel IVebstcr.
Sin: We address you, to make known the satisfaction we

have derived from the perusal of (he speech recently delivered
by you in the Senate of the United States, on the great topic
of the day. 1We admire its manly temper, the liberal and conciliatory
sentiments it expresses, and the unanswerable power of analy¬
st and exposition with which it develops and maintains the
true principles of the Constitution.
We honor, especially, the courageous patriotism which

pervades it, recalling lo a due sense ot their constitutional ob¬
ligations the North as well as the South.
We therefore beg you to accept our heartfelt thanks for

the pre-eminent service you have now again performed to¬
wards preserving and strengthening our National Union.
We have the honor to subscribe ourselves, with pride and

pleasure, your friends and constituents, t

ISewburtpoht, Armi. 8, 1850.
[The signatures.to the document embrace the chicf persons

of the town for talent, intelligence, and weight of character,
as well as individuals of all class*. Mi. Webster may rely
upon it, that be is strong, in one pait at least, of old Ei-
sex..Boston Courier.]
Judge Story and the Law School at Cam¬

bridge..The committee appointed by the board ol
overseers of this institution, to investigate its condi¬
tion, have recommended, through their chairman,
Charles Sumner, Esq., the establishment of a pro¬
fessorship of Commercial Law and the Law of
Nations, as the most appropriate mode of testifying
a proper respect for the memory of their late bene¬
factor and lellow-laborer, Judge Story. In connex¬
ion with this suggestion the committee say :

« It is well known that it was the earnest desire of Profes¬
sor Stout, often expressed, in view of the increasing means
of the Law School, an I ol ihe necessity of meeting the in¬
creasing demands for education in the law, that professorships
of both these branches should lie established. He regarded
that of commercial law as most i ecded. His own pre-emi¬
nence in this department is shown in Irs works, and especially
in his numerous judicial opii.i >ns- And only a few day s be¬
fore his death, in conversation *ith one of this committee,
hearing that it had been proposed by s >mc of the merchants of
Boston, on bis resignation of the seat which he had held on
the bench for tbirty-four years, to cause his statue in marble
to be ertc'ed, he said, " If the merchants ot Boston wish to
do me honor in any way on m^ leaving the bench, let it not
be by a statue, but by t'oundiog i" the Law School a profes¬
sorship of commercial Inw." With ihese generous words,
he embraced in ha-« \i< ws, ;it or.c ., his lavorite law and his
favorite university."
A large and valuable trade is already springing

up between California us>l Canton. The Hon.
John W. Davis, our (\inniiiM<toner to China, writes
that within the space ol three months eighteen ves¬
sels sailed from the port of Hong Kong alone, for
California, with cargoes valued at over halt a mil¬
lion of dollars.

The Washington Union asserts, in the most di¬
rect and positive style, that " we have been sold to
the British." If the " we " is used editorially, the
British will have the worst of the bargain. If it
relates to the American people, the public is re¬

spectfully requested to suspend its judgment until
they find out who sold them. It has been rumor¬
ed that the bargain was consummated by the tariff,
of 1846, and Mr. Bulwer manifests a good deal of
uneasiness lest the contract should now be broken.
Does ex-Secretarv Walker know any thing of the
matter ?.lr> Cour. hnq.
The boldness of the man who would encounter the penis of

the deep upon a .« shingl.'" has become a proverb. What
shall be said of the prowess of him who would dare those
perils upon a hog-trough ! Yeaterday morning, at a»>out one
o'clock, the passengers on one of the Grand street ferry-boa s
were stalled by moans, which proceeded from rear jhesur-face of the water, and on examination it was found that a

man was floating upon a hog-trou*h. He was dressed in the
uniform which is assigned for the residents of Blackwell a

Island, whence he had escaped early in the evening, ar.d,
having been several hours in the water, was nearly exhausted
when rescued. He was taken to Willtarmburgh, where, as

Blackwell's Island is not an appurtenance of Kir g s county,
no one felt called upon to return him to captivity.

[ yew York Courier

The New York and Boston Telegraph Company have re¬

duced their tariff of prices more than one half; th<U is, fiom
fifty to twenty cents for ten words or less, and one or two

cents, according to the distance, for each additional won!
The Re». Rcssxn. Strkkteh, of Portland, Maine, a Uni¬

versalis! preacher, preached on the I4lh instsut his four
thousand six hundred and ninety first sermon.

Mr. John Bird caught in his pike at the Narrows, Staten
Island, a codfish weighing about *ixty pounds. When «ut
o. en, there was taken out of 1 im a large shad, one down
lar*e sea crabs, &c.
Tie Fafcon sailed for Chag'es, via Havana, from Ne *

Orleans, April 29th, wilh w ! utidred and foity passen.e j,
ana two hundred ttiousa. 't *n specie.

ONE WEEK LATER FROM EUROPE.

Tlie British steamer Cambria arrived at Halifax
on Monday afternoon, and by this time has pro¬
bably reached New York. She brings dates from
Liverpool to the 13th April.

At Liverpool all descriptions of American cot¬
ton had advanced a quarter of a cent per pound.I'he pMce. are ; Fair 0rlea.8 n . fajr Mobile 6| ,

« no.f h", 7he sales of thc »«k were
bales- ef Which speculators look len thou-

sand bales. 1 he market closed firm
¦ itl" ^1Cd a tr,ifle lower' but was in fair
demand. I he Hour market was steady at previous
rates, though rather a limited business was done
J rovisions had undergone no change in prices ex¬
cept bacon and lard, which had declined a trifle

There was a fair demand for American securities.
U. S. sixes of 1868 are quoted at 109 a 110.
The continent of Europe appears to be unusu¬

ally quiet. Order prevails throughout France, but
the violence of the factions, and the near approach
of the elections, give rise to fears for the continu¬
ance of the present calm.
The general news is thus given in our Tele¬

graph despatch :
The English Ministry having been defeated in Parliament

on two or three minor questions, has given rite to a general
belief that they will be forced to resign. Mr. D'Isbaeli, the
leader of the opposition, having recovered hu health, the pro¬
tectionist* have been inspired with renewed courage.

In Parliament on Monday the supplies for the navy and
ordinance were allowed, after a sharp debate and contest for
retrenchments. On Tuesday Lord Dc*ca* moved for a re¬

peal of the window tax, which produce, a revenue of nearly
two m'llion pounds, and which it is proposed to meet punc¬
tually by the abolishment of a squad.on. After a long, warm
debate, the House divided, when the ministers and the taxes
were sustained by a tare majority of three. Owing to the
strong opposition, some members were shut out from voting.
On Wednesday it was proposed to raise the power of recovery
in the south courts from twenty to fifty pounds sterling. The
Government opposed the measure, and, in a tolerably full
house, were left in the minority. On a point of etiquette,
which proposed to raise the assistant surgeons of the navy
from the cock-pit to the cabin, the Ministry found themselves
in a minority of eight. On Friday Lord Jomr Rcssil*
brought forward a motion of inquiry relative to all Govern¬
ment officers. An amendment was offered tu extend ths
inqury to the income of the ecclesiastical dignitaries, which
was negatived by a majority of 113; after which, the original
motion was put and carried.

1 he London Times has adopted a tone of much severity
against the exiting Government. That paper devotes con¬
siderable space to the subject of Sir Huw»r Bplwib's cor¬

respondence with Secretary Clatto* relative to the modifi¬
cation of the present tariff on iron. The opinion is advanced
in several quarters that the restrictive policy of the United
States, if continued, will lead to still greater depression in the
'arge iron business of Great Britain.

The Greek question has not been adjusted ; and in the
event of the failure of the friendly offices of France, there is
every reason to apprehend serious difficulties between Eng¬
land and Russia, as the former, in the event stated, has given
Admiral Parker orders to enforce a complete blockade of the
coast of Greece ? and, if he should do so, the Emperor of
Russia has given positive assurances of his intention to ad¬
vance to the assistance of King Otho.
No authentic advicea of a later date than the 28th March

have been received from Athene, at which time the result of the
meeting held three days previoutly, between Bacon Gros and
Mr. Wise, had not transpired. The meeting, however, is
ssid to have been a very amicable one ; but if a telegraph des¬
patch, under date of Athens 22, and published in the Rus¬
sian Zeitung, can be relied on, the good offices of France have
failed to effect a satisfactory settlement of the difficulty.
The French Assembly has been engaged duringMhe week

in discussing the electoral law, and tho bill for the suppression
Clubs. It is not expected that the Committee upon ihe Press
will report until after the elections. The Minister of Finanre
has presented bis budget for 1850. He proposes to establish
a balance between the receipts and expenditures in favor of tha
former, and to reduce the tax on windows and doors, and to
materially relieve the agricultural intfrests of the country.
He also proposes to raise two hundred and fifty millions of
frar.es by a tax on paper.

In allusion to the present quiet of Pari', and the anticipated
movements of the Red Republicans, it is said that no doubt ic
at present entertained as to the efficiency of the troops in and

I about Paris, which form arj army of upwards of aixty thou¬
sand men.

Letters from Rome state that final arrangements have been
made for the Pontiff's return to that city.
The German " Reform " gives currency to a report that

there has been an interchange of notes of an unpleasant na¬
ture between the Cabinets of St. James and Vienna, growing
out of the relations between Austria and Tuscany.
The insurrection in Croatia is at an end. The Hungarian

refugees have not yet reached their destination in Asia Minor.
The Austrian Cabinot has intimated, in regard to the atti¬

tude of Prussia on the German question, that Austria will
not be the fust to break the peace of Europe, but that she will
not allow any other German power to attempt any thing con¬

trary to the treaty of 1815.

8TILL LATER FROM EUROPE.

1 he steamer Canada, which sailed from Liver¬
pool on the 20th ultimo, one week after the Cambria,
has arrived at Halifax.

She brings advices of a further advance in the
price of cotton. Flour, corn, <fcc. was dull, with a

slight decline in prices. United States six per
cent, stocks had advanced to 110a 111.
The British Ministry met with another defeat in

Parliament, and this time upon a portion of the
Chancellor s budget. I he defeat came unexpect¬
edly, and created great sensation.

The Pope had at last returned to Rome, and was
well received by the populace. On his arrival at
the Imperial city there was no public display or ex¬
citement. All ecclesiastical powers had been abol¬
ished, but the Papal Nuncio had protested against
this curtailment of authority.
No actual outbreak has occurred on the Conti¬

nent, but from France in particular the reports in¬
dicate a very critical state of affairs. The Socialists,
as the elections draw near, evince the most deadly
hatred towards the present Government. They
have nominated Eugene Sue as their candidate for
Paris.
A frightful loss of life had occurred at Angers,

by the breaking down of the suspension bridge
across the Loire, by which about three hundred
men of the 11th regiment of light infantry were
drowned.

I he Cabinet of Vienna had espoused the cause
of Denmark in the Schleswig controversy, and the
probability ol a Anal solution of the question is fur¬
ther removed than ever.
A letter from Constantinople states that diplo¬

matic relations have been resumed by the Porteand
Austria. Mr. Marsh, the Minister from, the United
States, had been received by the Sultan in a highly
fluttering manner. The Sultan has added a Chris¬
tian battalion to each of his regiments.
There have been great Ir.shets on the streams above Al¬

bany The Sandy Hill Herald cays that on Sunday the
booms nt and above Glen's Falls give way, carrying with
th. m ab >ut 100,000 logs, mostly ihe property of citixena of
(lien's Falls.
The Connecticut tiver is very high, and covers all the low

I t ils in the valley. The sheet of water passing over the dam at
H ly ke is eight and a half feet thick. An Irshman catch¬
ing drift-wood in the river above the great dam, at Holyuke,
n the 30th, was carried over the dam and perished. Hit

?» 'at came up reduced to fragments, but his body has not
bf -t seen.

rhe fisheries at the I ead of the Chesapeake Bi>, ex'apt
n or two, have been for amoral daya ca.ch.ng unusual uuan-.

« i of the finny tribe. From fitly to five hundred bands of
^.i .rti g are trequcully caught at a haul.


